
MARKING  43RD ANNIVERSARY  OF  ROE  V.  WADE,  DEMOCRATS  UNVEIL
LEGISLATION EXPANDING A WOMAN’S RIGHT TO CHOOSE

TALLAHASSEE – Marking the 43rd anniversary of the landmark US Supreme Court decision of 
Roe v. Wade, Senate Democratic Leader Arthenia Joyner (D-Tampa) and Representative Lori 
Berman (D-Lantana) on Wednesday unveiled legislation expanding choice options for women in 
Florida.

“The court understood and affirmed, as we stand here today to reaffirm, that the right of women to 
privacy is guaranteed by the US Constitution,” said Leader Joyner. “Yet, despite this decision which
has stood for four decades, there are still attempts to erode and eventually eliminate a woman’s right
to choose.  This legislature can continue to aim its efforts and commit countless taxpayer dollars to 
banning safe and legal abortion, or we can save both time and money by preventing unwanted 
pregnancies in the first place.”
Rep. Berman echoed her call: “Over the years opponents have relentlessly chipped away at these 
rights and unfortunately Florida has been at the forefront in this movement. Recently passed 
legislation includes a 24-hour waiting period for an abortion and an ultrasound requirement, neither 
of which have any medical validity.

“SB 1116 and HB 947 safeguard a woman's right to choice and to control her reproductive rights. 
This is the kind of legislation Florida should be adopting instead of the draconian measures passed 
and proposed.”

Modelled after a highly successful program launched six years ago in Colorado, the Democrats’ 
legislation would create a pilot program to fund “Long Acting Reversible Contraception” or LARC 
in Florida, where a large percentage of young women aged 15 to 19 continue to confront the high 
emotional and economic costs of a pregnancy for which they were ill prepared. The pilot project 
would begin in Hillsborough, Pinellas and Palm Beach counties, and offered to low income women 
at no cost.

According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the use of LARCs over the past 
decade has increased five-fold. Unlike other methods, long-acting reversible contraception - which 
includes IUD’s and hormonal implants - doesn’t require women to remember to do something daily 
to prevent pregnancy - like the pill - or just before intercourse, or once a month, or even every three 
months.  Once a LARC is inserted, it is highly effective with failure rates of less than one percent.

The lawmakers noted that a recent study of the LARC program results in Colorado found plunging 
birth and abortion rates. In the first four years of the program, the teen birth rate declined 40 
percent, and subsequent births dropped 53 percent. At the same time, teenage abortions declined 18 
percent, and the number of infants receiving government-supplied assistance such as nutritional 
support dropped 23 percent. Overall, the proactive program netted Colorado taxpayers $42.5 
million in healthcare savings in 2010 alone.

“We’re offering an option that works for everyone,” said Leader Joyner.
“With this legislation, we have the opportunity to save Florida taxpayer dollars and empower 
women,” agreed Rep. Berman. “We can continue the legacy of protecting women’s rights.”
 

###
 


